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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [10.40 pm] � without notice: I 
move �  

That the house at its rising adjourn until 3.30 pm on Tuesday, 22 September 2009.  

It is intended that the house not sit tomorrow for three reasons. Firstly, five bills have been introduced into the 
house or been received by the house and have been sent to various committees, four of which have gone to the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, so there are fives bills that we are unable to 
deal with until they are returned from those committees. Secondly, this house is making more progress than we 
have known for some time as a result of the speed with which it is dealing with legislation, which is a good 
thing. Thirdly, the Legislative Assembly is doing one of two things: either it is giving far greater scrutiny to 
legislation than ever before or there is a massive filibuster going on in that chamber. Members can take their 
pick.  

Hon Ken Travers: Or your ministers are just incompetent.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: If members want to keep interjecting, I can be here for another three hours, if they 
would like me to do that, but I do not intend to do that if I can help it. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! On that note I will accept absolutely no more interjections. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I make the point that the legislative program on the Legislative Council notice paper 
has been completed, apart from the third reading of the bill that we just dealt with. Therefore, it seems to me that 
sitting tomorrow would not be necessary in the context of the government�s legislative program. However, some 
bills have been read in this week and they will be dealt with next week, so business will resume as normal next 
week. I therefore have moved that we adjourn until Tuesday next week. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan � Leader of the Opposition) [10.42 pm]: I think we find 
ourselves in a really interesting situation tonight. We are in the second day of the second week of a three-week 
sitting period. This three-week sitting period was originally meant to be two weeks, but the government 
requested that we sit an extra week and put that extra week at the front of the two-week period that we were 
originally supposed to be sitting. The government, I guess, made quite a deliberate decision that it was 
appropriate that the Legislative Council�s extra week be at the front and not at the end of those two weeks. I 
assumed that the government had some sense of why it was doing that, but it is now not clear to us why the 
government made that decision to sit the extra week at the front of that period when we did not have enough 
work for two weeks, never mind three weeks.  
We are debating this motion because we have a minority government, and the blockages in the flow of 
legislation through Parliament are not at this end any more; they are in the other place.  
Hon Norman Moore: But you�re filibustering and you know it. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Let us talk about that. I am really pleased that the Leader of the House raised � 
Hon Norman Moore interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Leader of the House was not very keen to take interjections when he was 
speaking, so I think he can reciprocate now when the Leader of the Opposition is making some comments. 
Hon Ken Travers interjected.  
The PRESIDENT: Order!  
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am really pleased that one of the reasons that the Leader of the House tells us that we do 
not have enough work to do is the filibustering in the other place. Of course, what they have in the other place 
and what they have used when they have needed to use it is the gag, so the government controls whether people 
can filibuster forever in the Assembly. Members in the other place operate with a different set of rules, and it is 
not the case that we do not have enough work to do because the opposition is holding up legislation in the other 
place. The problem in the other place is that there is a minority government that has to negotiate with a bunch of 
Independents who have a bunch of different agendas; that is the problem. Therefore, the Leader of the House 
should not go blaming the opposition for the fact that the government planned this in a really poor way. The 
government did not actually sit and think that the hold-up would not now be at this end but at the other end, so 
perhaps it should add an extra week if it needs an extra week after the scheduled two-week sitting period and not 
before it.  
It is the government�s poor planning that has us standing in this place tonight making the decision that we have 
no work to do and that we will not be in this place tomorrow. Do not blame the opposition in the other place 
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when the government controls the gag in the other place! If the government wanted to stop filibustering in the 
other place, that is how it could do it. 
The other reason the Leader of the House tells us that we have no work to do is that five bills have been referred 
off. They were referred to committees according to standing orders, and the government knew that would happen 
when it was dealing with those bills. Therefore, that was not unpredictable; that is not something that could not 
have been considered when the government was determining how it would plan our work.  
This government has a really big legislative agenda ahead of it. It has already broken its promises on the 
legislation that it intended to introduce and pass through the house in its first 100 days of government. It has a 
range of legislative matters that it needs to deal with and we are going home tonight and we are not coming back 
tomorrow. We have done less than two weeks� work and we are not using the extra week that the government 
said that we needed, and by my calculations that leaves us with five sitting weeks to fit in an awful lot of work.  

I suggest to the Leader of the House that so far the opposition has on every occasion agreed to requests to 
accommodate changes to our sitting arrangements to facilitate government legislation. We have given up 
committee time and motion time when requested, and we sat the extra week when requested and we will 
continue to do that. However, we will have debates about these kinds of procedural matters that go for hours on 
end if the Leader of the House does not tell the truth when he stands and say why we are going home before we 
have even completed two weeks� work. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: I take exception to the suggestion that I did not tell the truth because that is a 
reflection on what I said. I think it is unparliamentary. 

The PRESIDENT: In the normal course of events, if somebody takes offence at something said and asks for it 
to be withdrawn, it is withdraw. However, as I mentioned today, it is in the context of what is said. If members 
want a chamber that does not have any colour in it at all, the interpretation I can put on any comment will be 
straight down the line. But when members talk about truth, that is crossing the line. I will not ask the Leader of 
the Opposition to withdraw her remarks in this case. However, as a general comment, I urge all members to be 
careful how they phrase their speeches. It is one thing saying that somebody has been liberal with the truth, but 
quite a different thing to directly call somebody a liar. It depends upon how the phrase is used. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I thank Mr President for his wise counsel. I note that he has not asked me to withdraw, but 
in case I did cause offence to the Leader of the House, I am happy to withdraw it.  

Debate Resumed 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I make the point that it is incorrect to suggest that it is the opposition in the other place that 
is holding up the legislation when the government in the other place has the capacity to exercise the gag. It is a 
nonsense to suggest that is the reason we cannot do a full two weeks� work in the Legislative Council in a period 
in which we had rearranged our schedules to be here for three weeks. 

What has happened in the other place is that the government is learning, albeit somewhat slowly, that it has to do 
a bit of scrambling and juggling around, depending upon what a particular Independent�s view is�on some 
occasions it is the National Party�s view�on particular pieces of legislation. If that is what it is that is causing 
the blockage�which is what I suggest�the government needs to figure out a way around that. The answer is 
not to get this house to sit an extra week at the front end of a sitting period. If the government considers it needs 
extra weeks from us, it should put them at the back end of the period that the Legislative Assembly sits.  

Hon Norman Moore: Don�t worry; that will happen in future. I am happy for you to vote against this motion 
and we will come back tomorrow! 
Hon SUE ELLERY: The Leader of the House cannot control the fact that he is grumpy because I pointed out 
that he is trying to shift the blame for why we are going home early to this side of the house. It is nonsense! The 
Leader of the House is suggesting that part of the problem is the Labor Party�s performance in the other place. 
The government controls the other place. It has to get a bit better organised and do the planning a bit better.  
Hon Norman Moore: And gag debate? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: The Leader of the House should accept responsibility for that and not try to shift the 
blame.  
The opposition is going to support this motion, and we facilitated sitting extra hours tonight so that we could do 
this in an efficient way tonight and not deal with the legislation tomorrow. That means that we will not get a 
question time tomorrow. We facilitated dealing with this bill tonight, and agreed to sit extra without having an 
elongated debate about whether or not we should sit extra time tonight, which we could have done, in order to 
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facilitate the efficient movement of this bill. The Leader of the House should be careful about where he seeks to 
sheet home the blame on what I think is his poor planning.  
Question put and passed.  

Ordinary 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [10.49 pm]: I move � 

That the house do now adjourn. 
 


